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FOREWORD

By THE CHalgnax oF THE NORTH-WEsST MIDDLESEN
DivisioNan, EXEcuTIvE COMMITTEE

HE Head Master has asked me to write a Foreword to this,

the first number of the Magazine of St. Nicholas Grammar
School for Boys. I am honoured by his request and comply
with the greatest pleasure.

St. Nicholas is the first #ew maintained Grammar School
to be founded in the North-West division of Middlesex since
1907, Thiz was the vear in which Bishopshalt Scheol, Hillingdon
fat which 1T served as Head Master from 1929 to I1948) was
established. For forty-eight years Bishopshalt was the only
maintained Grammar School in the North-West division of
the County and for twelve of those vears your Head Master
was 3 valued member of my staff at Bishopshalt.

How and why did vou become ™ St. Nichalas ™" 7 Knowing
that most of the land in the Ruislip area had been owned for
centuries by King's College, Cambridge, [ wrote to the Provost
ol that famous College, telling him that the Middlesex Educa-
tion Authoritv was building twe new Grammar Schools to
serve the Ruiship-Northwood area, one for bovs and one for
girls. I told him also that the members of the local Executive
for 1ducation {of which I have the honour to be Chairman)
always exercised a particular care in naming its new schools,
endeavouring to find names which would carrv a certain
dignity, and provide also an appropriate forns of interest for
each individual scheol.

Now, in the ancient Charter granted to King's College,
Cambridge, in 1443, by its founder, King Henry VI, the King
expressed the wish that his new College “ shall henceforth be
denominated Our College Roval of the Blessed St. Mary and
St. Nicholas,"

[ therefore suggested to the Provost that it would be
singularly appropriate to name the two new Gramimar Schools
in the Ruslip-Northwood district

St. Nichelas Grammar School for Boys

St. Mary's Grammar School for Girls
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and asked for the permission of the College Authortties to name
the schools as suggested.

The College was most friendly and co-operative. Here s a
brief extract from the reply I received : * The College approves
yvour proposal and we shall be very pleased to sce the long
connection with Ruislip perpetuated in this wav. The proposed
names seem to be admirable,”

When these suggestions were placed before my Executive
at Uxbridge, the members happily agreed, and the Middlesex
Education Autherity subsequently approved the proposals.
And thus you have become the Grammar Schoel of St
Nicholas, and your sister-school will be the St Mary’s Grammar

School for Girls.
» > %

Now what lics behind all this 2 And why is it important
for the School ?

Through vour name, yvou are now linked directly with
Christianity, with the long history of vour country and with
the ancient and gracious learning of the U niversity of
Cambridge. T hope you will see this as a high privilege, and
realise that these links provide dignity and a fine beginning
for your new school,

It is these early days that will count most, as indeed they
did also at Bishopshalt. It is your duty to see to it that your
basic traditions are well and truly laid. " Abeunt studia in
mores " says the old Latin motte—Studies come out in
character. Knowing the Head Master as [ do, T am confident
that vou will not fail the generations that are to follow in your
steps. They will build on veur work,

I could write much mare about these matters, but this is a
Foreword, not a pamphlet. Let me conclude by selecting two
ilustrations which it seems fitting to mention.

o o &

First, your badge. It bears a mitre (for St. Nicholas was a
Bishop, as well as the most popular Saint in Christendom) and
it bears three purses. [ bid you remember that these are the

purses of charity, not the purses of the miser. No doubt you
recall the story of these purses, told yvou by the Vicar of
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Emmanuel Church, Northwood, when you held vour first
Commemoration Day on the birthday of St, Nicholas, last
December. The purses of charity @ And now abideth faith,
hope, charity, these three ; but the greatest of these is charnty™.
May ane of vour foundation stones be the greatest of all the
Christian virtues.

Then, yeur eolour. It is the ancient purple of King's College,
Cambridge, one of the finest seats of learming in this country.
You are now closely linked with that lovely and gracious
place, famous for its music as for many other phases of learning
and of virtue, I hope many of you will journey to Cambridge
{go there in May if you can) and see King's for vourself. And
zome dav I hope to hear from vour Head Master that a pupil
at 5t. Nicholas has become a scholar of King’s. How fhtting
that would be !

| tender my very best wishes to you all—Head Master,
Staff, parents and boys alike—and 1 am confident that you
will together build a noble and worthy tradition, worthy of St,
Nicholas himself, worthy of Santa Clans who brings gifts at
Christmas time. Bring veur gifts of character, ability and love.
The School will cherish them,

Joux MiLEs.



THE HEAD MASTER

OUR Editor has asked me to write a note about the

Head Master. As I have known him for nearly twenty-
onc years, 1 am very pleased to have this opportunity of
telling vou something about him,

Mr, Watson was educated at Westelilf High School and
King's College, London, where he took a First in German.
After teaching at Saltley Grammar School, Birmingham, for
three vears, he moved to Bishopshalt ; he remained a member
of my stafi for twelve vears. During a part of that time he
saw active service with the Intelligence Corps in Normandy
and Germany.

[ 1947 he was appointed Senior German Master at St
Clement Danes School, an old London foundation, where he
taught until his appointment as Head Master of St. Nicholas
School in 1955,

While he was at Bishopshalt and St. Clement Danes, he
had charge of the School Orchestra, a post for which he was
particularly well qualified, since he is a vielinist of some distine-
tion and a Licentiate of the Guildhall School of Music.

Much of his spare time s devoted to plaving or to listen-
ing to music, though as a familv man he has those calls
upon his leisare which are inevitable for the gardener, house-
owner, and the father of two fine sons, I am in a position to
speak about his family life because I have known Mrs. Watson
for seventeen vears, from the time that she was appeinted to
Bishapshalt School as Mistress in charge of Physical Education
for the girls.

Having known Mr. Watson as a colleague and as a friend
tor so long, I am convinced that St. Nicholas will flonrish
under his wise direction.

Joux Mires,



THE FOUNDATION OF
THE SCHOOL

N 1936 Middlesex County Council acquired Jand between
Joel Street and Wiltshire Lane as a site for a grammar
school and an elementary school. Almost twenty vears elapsed
before a school did in tact appear, How the shades of those who
founded our ancient grammar schools must laugh when thev
observe what is called the speed of modern life !

It was on the Ist October, 1946, that the public was given
official notice of the intention *' to establish a new County
Secondary School for about 1,000 children mainly of age 12 to
14 at _]ml Strect, Northwood, in the urban district of Ruislip-
Northwoaod.” The schoal was to be comprehensive and co-edu-
cational and was to take about 180 boys and girls each year.
As a first instalment it was hoped that 300 places would be
ready by September, 1949, so that the grammar component of
the new school might then apen,

Actual building had not begun when the need [or additional
moedern-school accommodation in South Ruislip led the North-
West Middlesex Divisional Execntive to recommend priority
for the construction of Oueensmead Secondary Madern School
and the postponement of the building at Northwood. In spite
of protests by the Ruislip and Eastcote Associations, the matter
was once more set on one side,

On 28th November, 1951, the County Council finally
resolved to build a grammar school in Northwood Hills at an
estimated cost of £162,000. In a letter of March, 1953, the
Minister of Education gave her consent to the project which,
by now, was cstimated to cost £172,875. On 1zth May the order
to commence work was sent to Holland, Hannen and Cubitts.

The decision to build separate schools for bovs and girls
was taken after work had begun; the plans were amended
accordingly and some thought was given to building a girls’
schaol nearby.

On 14th January, 1955, the North-West Middlesex Divi-
sional Executive Committee considered a recommendation from
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its schools sub-committee that the new school should be named
" Ruislip-Northwood, Northwood County Secondary Gramnzar
Sehool,” After some discussion an amendment that the school
be named " St. Nicholas Grammar School ™ was carried.

During the late winter and early spring of 1955 the first
steps were taken in founding the school itself, as distinct from
providing a building, when the Head Master and his assistants
were 'appomtcd In the [ollowing September the school began
its first session and the work of founding a community dedicated
to the pursuit of truth was carried a step further.

P.G.

A NOTE ON THE GLORIOUS CONFESSOR AND BISHOP,
NICHOLAS

NICHOLAS was bishop of Myra in Asia Minor in the first half of
the fourth century. Little is known of the events of his life ;
the dates of his birth and death are uncertain, What always
matters, however, is not what a man did or did not do but what
he is believed to have done. So it is with Nicholas for he has
always been the special protector of schoolboys, merchants,
satlors and travellers, and faith in the reality of such protection
has been a great help to many of these down the centuries.

The cult of this saint grew rapidly in the west from the
eleventh century. His mortal remains were received in triumph
at Bari, on 9th Mav, 1087, This proved to be the origin of a
pilgrimage still popular. In course of time some four hundred
parish e ‘hurches in England came to be dedicated to St. Nicholas
while in the East he became the patron saint of Russia,

One of the legends associated with the life of the saint tells
how he secretly bestowed dowries on three daughters of an
impoverished citizen who were about to be abandoned to a
life of shame, This is said to have been the origin of the custom
of giving presents surreptitiously on the eve of St. Nicholas'
Day, and from this comes the association of Christmas presents
with Santa Claus which is merely the American corruption of
the * San Nicolaas "' of the Duteh colonists in the New World.
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THE FUTURE OF
THE SCHOOL

RADITIONALLY the grammar school has served one
lacality, and numbered the leading citizens of that locality
among its governing body. However, the rapid development of
this part of Middlesex between the two wars and since, and the
fact that no new grammar schools were built to serve the new
areas of population, have meant that the locality is not attached
to any one school. As a result many parents in Ruislip-
Northwood favour this or that established Middlesex or London
school, so that a considerable train or bus journey has become
the rule rather than the exception for the older bovs and girls,

At long last Ruislip-Northwood, which has for so long been
in the habit of exporting its able children to schools nearer
London, finds a boys’ grammar school in its midst. and parents,
when asked to name the school of their choice, have to decide
between schools further afield and the new, untried school
near home.

But a new school is not without advantages over its fellows,
On the material side its buildings are spacious and airy, its
equipment and text-books are new and up-to-date ; on the
human side a new school represents a challenge to stall,
pupils and parents, and there is a spirit of adventure and
enterprise which cannot but infect the pupils who pass through
the school. Not only then must we foster the continued enthu-
stasm of the present members of our community, but we must
look to the parents of this district to make St. Nicholas and
St. Mary’s fheir schools.

I have written of the general aspects of what I hope the
future has in store. How, it may be asked, is the School to serve
the community ?

There 3s much talk to-dayv of automation in industry and
the first year of life of the School has seen the coming into
operation of an atomic power-station in Great Britain. Our
School has been born into a new age, in which the opportunities
for scientists and technical experts are constantly being
extended. It will be a part of our task to prepare boys for these
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careers, and we are excellently equipped to do so, but the future
of our country, indeed of the whole human race, is going to
depend on the kind of people our scientists are. We must
beware of automation in education ; it is our responsibility,
so to order our school-life, as to maintain a balance of scientific
and humane studies {using both terms in their broadest sense),
to enable cach boy to develop an appreciation of the world
in which he lives and lcarn the mezning and habit of service
to the community,

Over 0" years ago Dean Colet founded St. Paul's Schaoal,
and wrote a catechism for his pupils, which contained the
following precepts for living :—

Love God

Thrust down pride

Forgive gladly

Be sober of meat and drink

Use honest company

Reverence thine elders

Trust in God’s merey

Be always well accupied

L.ose no time

Falling down, despair not

Ever take a fresh, new, good purpose
Persevere constantly

Wash clean

Be no sluggard

Awake quickly

Enrich thee with virtue

Learn diligently

Teach that thou hast learned, lovingly

We mayv be faintly amused by the reference to cleanliness,
and by the command not to eat to excess, but these words are
just as apt for us in this “ atomic ™ age, as they were for the
schoolboys of so long ago. They remain homely reminders of
the nature and purpose of education, and one can with good
reason be optimistic about the ture of any school which
trics to put them inta practice,

R. F. E. Warsox,

)
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STAFF NOTES

W HEN a member of stafl yoins an established school, it is
usual to welcome him in the columns of the school
magazine, On this occasion, perhaps a brief note about each
“ founder member 7 of the staff might be appropriate.

Mr. R. Armstrong (City and Guilds of Tondon Teaching
Certificate) comes to St. Nicholas after wide experience of
teaching woodwork and metalwork in grammar schools. He
has worked as a practising craftsman and, during the war,
as a technical officer with the R.EM.E, His many interests
range from campanology to bee keeping, in which latter sphere
he is sufficiently expert to have broadcast.

Mr. P. R. Banton, M.A,.{Cantab.), a graduate of Trinity
Hall, has maved far from his native Derbyshire, having taught
at Hemel Hempstead before joining the staff. His specialist
qualifications were put to good use in the R.AF., in which
he was a navigator engaged on aerial survey work. A dogged
gardener, he still gives sport as one of his interests ; he repre-
sented his University at the very hazardous game of lacrosse.

My, P. L. P, Clarke, M.A.(Oxon.), went from Brasenose
College to Sutton County Grammar School where he taught
English for five years. An ardent producer of school plays,
he prefers the comic to the tragic muse ; his present ambition
is to produce a Gilbert and Sullivan opera. He continues to
play Tugby football, though, in his own words, “ long past his
prime."

Mr. G. Easom, B.Sc. (Hons.) (London), taught for five
vears at Ealing Grammar School where he specialised in
physics. He is a keen chess plaver and an amateur photographer
with a wide knowledge of the technicalitics of his hobby. As a
cricketer he seems likely to be assured of a place in any future
staff team for many vears,

Mr. P, H. J. H. Gosden, M.A.(Cantab.), taught history at
Chatham House, Ramsgate, and Greenford County Grammar
Schoal after leaving the RAF. He was educated at Midhurst
Grammar School and Emmanuel College, Cambridge, a fact
that could account for his interests which may be enumerated
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as philosophy, agriculture and Sussex, His love of the country-
side and open air does not prevent his immuring himself at
regular intervals in university hibraries in one of which he seems
to have been granted a small apartment. '

Mr. K. W. James, B.Sc. (Hons.) (Londen), specialised in
mathematics at St. Clement Danes School before joining the
staff. His qualifications involved him in what he obscurely,
though modestly, describes as  Met, Work " with the R.A.T.
Like many mathematicians, he admits to a liking for chess,
but in contrast with his more academic achievements is his
deep affection for mmsic which has always claimed an important
part of his leisure.

Mr. J. G. Lee (Diploma in Phwvsical Education,
Loughborough) came to us immediately after graduating from
Loughborough where, cven amongst so many accomplished
athletes, his record was impressive. Although his feats on the
rugbv field are best known—he has played for the Army,
Hampshire and Wasps—he prefers the description ™ all-
rounder." By ne means concerned only with sport and physical
exercise, his interests include music and drama.

Mr. T. D. Plenderleith, A RE., AT.D., tanght art at
Piner County Grammar School] after leaving the R.AF., in
which he served as a bomber pilot. Naturally enough, he
devotes much of his lasure to painting and other forms of
creative art : his work has certainly been exhibited at the
Roval Academy and the Royal Society of Painter-Etchers,
though he gives little information on this subject. The constant
search of the artist for ultimate perfection does not preclude
his taking an interest in more down to earth pursuits like sport
and interior decorating.

J. Richardson, 13.A, (Hons.} (London), was French
Master at Bishopshalt Grammar School after war-time service
as a lhaison officer to the French Army during the Allied
invasion. Apart from an interest in France that extends well
bevond the language and literature to include the people and
the countryside, his spare time activities seem to be wresthng
with the Middlesex clay belt in hiz garden and serving on
committees. He shares with several other members of staff a
lively interest in music.






